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B GIW2006 Best Paper Award SE&0DE

'8 w3 -”Meta Clustering:Discovery of the Different Sample Clusterings in GeneExpression Data”,
David Venet, Hugues Bersini and Hitoshi Iba

David Venet (University of Tokyl)

A few months after my arrival in Japan, Professor Hitoshi Iba suggested me to submit to the
GIW conference, stressing the quality of the papers presented for oral presentations. So, I
finalized my best unpublished work and prayed for the best. Although I was expecting the
manuscript to be accepted, I was surprised and delighted when I received an e-mail from the
organizing committee stating that I had won the best paper award. To win such award in a
large international conference really is an honor.

Prof. Iba was indeed right in saying that the level of the conference was high. The presented
papers were interesting, I even learned quite a bit from some of those completely outside of
my field. I was also impressed by the fact that many session chairs had prepared questions for

each presenter. This highlights the importance the committee gives to the works presented.
Finally, I found the most important part of the conference, the banquet, to be very nice -

Dr. David Venet

quality of the food is critical for the success of an international conference, and it was indeed a cordial enbironment for discussions.

Conferences like GIW are also interesting to see the works in progress, and the ideas being thrown around in the field. Posters for
that are the most telling, as they often show unpublished works, sometimes still in progress. I was impressed by the sheer number of
posters, as well as by their quality. This is telling of the level of activity in research in bioinformatics in Japan. Sadly, my Jalanese
being not very good, I had some trouble getting explanations on some posters. Still, reading around and getting the explanations I
could get proved to be fruitful.

About my own field, gene expression data analysis, I was surprised to see that there were very few posters or presentations dealing
with gene expression data alone. This is in striking opposition with the situation of a couple of years ago, when clustering or
classification algorithms were very popular. The current trend is to mix gene expression data with biological data, essentially gene
ontologies or pathway information. In my view, this is the logical step forward, as it brings back biological meaning in bioinformatics.
It was quite useful to see at a glance dozens of different frameworks used to merge gene exjpression data and biological data,
something which is difficult to achieve outside of a major international conference.

I also found the kcynote speeches to be very interesting and thought provoking, as they should be. In particular, the talk of
Professor Ivo Hofacker was very informative about the non-coding RNA world. I had always felt that there had to be so much more
than 25,000 or so genes to explain the behavior of the cells, and that the information available in gene expression data are very
incomplete. Professor Yoshihide Hayashizaki gave similar insights on differently spliced mRNA. For the sake of my own field, I hope
that in the not-so-far future the expression levels of those non-coding RNA and of the variations in splicing will be measured. This
should complement and tremendously increase the amount of available data.

In conclusion, I have found GIW to be a very interesting bioinformatics conference. I wish it all the best for next year in Singapore,
for the first time outside of Japan. I hope this will make the conference even more international. And I definitely hope I will be able to
attend.
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# 3L :”Computational Prediction of Drosophila MicroRNA Targets and Analysis of their Negative

Feedback Control”, Yuka Watanabe, Nozomu Yachie, Masaru Tomiya and Akio Kanai
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